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Here are three mnemonics effective students  
(and experienced clinicians)  

use to develop a comprehensive differential 

Sources:
Family Medicine Reference Differential Diagnosis – VITAMIN CDE.[Accessed March 9, 2018]. Available
from: http://www.fammedref.org/mnemonic/differential-diagnosis-vitamin-cde. 

Zabidi-Hussin ZA. Practical way of creating differential diagnoses through an expanded
VITAMINSABCDEK mnemonic. Advances in Medical Education and Practice. 2016;7:247-248.
doi:10.2147/AMEP.S106507. 

Formulating a good differential diagnosis

is an essential step in safely and

effectively caring for patients.

For more, visit us 
at ModernMedEd.com!
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